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FROM OUR READERS: 


Sugar ’n Spice 


Ww: recently read in our local paper that a New Jersey pastor told his 
parishioners that they should give 10% of their gross income to charity 
— half to their parish and half to the charities of their choice. ‘“This act 
of sacrifice will certainly bring the donors many blessings from God,” the 
pastor said. 


We have many financial problems but decided to follow the priest's 


advice. So, we are enclosing $5.00 which represents 5% of our family’s gros & 


income for the week. Please use it where it is most needed. 

Strangely enough, as soon as we decided to set the money aside for the 
PIME Missions, the good Lord blessed us in a very special way. You may” 
look forward to our continuing our donations. 

J.J.K., Detroit, Mich. 


és 
] enjoyed reading my first copy of Catholic Life and think it’s an unusually 
fine magazine. I’ve always had a special interest in our missionaries and 
their work and am delighted to read about them in C.L. I have a sister who 
is a Maryknoll nun in Kyoto, Japan — perhaps I’ll even see her in Catholic 
Life some time. 
May God bless you in your fine work. 


E.F., Auburn, Nebr. 


- 

] am enclosing a $10.00 money order for your missionaries in appreciation 
for a favor granted through the intercession of Blessed Alberic. This is 

the second prayer I had answered within a short time. 


T.B., Chester, Pa. 


Ed: We hope T.B. and other friends of Blessed Alberic will note the article on 
this PIME martyr starting on page 18. 


Ww ould you please have a Mass said for us. My husband has been out of 
work for over a year and we are very depressed. As soon as my 
husband is employed I want to send some money to help the wonderful work 
you are doing.” M. K., Bloomington, Calif. 
Ed: I hope our readers will join the 1200 PIME members who daily pray for 
this couple and all our benefactors. 
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HE FOURTH ARGUMENT given 
by those who feel Red China 
should be admitted to the UN is: We 
are seeking disarmament agreements 
with Soviet Russia under the auspices 
of the UN. Without Red China there 
cannot be any effective agreement on 
this issue. Furthermore, Red China’s 
development of an atomic industry is 
a possibility which cannot be totally 
ignored. 
Answer 
We welcome any talks aiming at 
peaceful agreements but we should 
not be misled by Soviet propaganda. 
There is an element of blackmail in- 
volved in all Soviet proposals. 
Khrushchev talked in the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly, as he has many times 
before, of the need for disarmament. 
Then, on the same occasion, he made 
disarmament impossible by declaring 
there could be none unless there was 
abasic change in the structure of the 
UN itself. He raised one obstacle after 
another, as the Soviets have done 


(Continued next page) 
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PART Il 


Continued from Last Month 


. A QUESTION 
OF SURVIVAL 


Editor’s note: Last month Dr. Sih 
explained why he feels that one of 
the great challenges of our day is 
the proposal to admit Red China 
into the United Nations. He feels 
that it is vital to the survival of the 
free nations that the UN NOT admit 
this Communist country. ‘‘Those 
who wish to admit Red China base 
their arguments on five points 
which seem to be valid but are 
based on false assumptions. Indeed 
they prove the exact opposite,’’ he 
says. 

Three of the arguments were ex- 
plained and refuted in last month’s 
article. The last two are given today. 











throughout the fourteen years of dis- 
armament discussions. 

The real obstacle to progress to- 
ward disarmament is the Soviet un- 
willingness to negotiate with integrity. 
There is no sincerity in Khrushchev’s 
mind concerning this problem. 

Disarmament is a manifestation of 
men’s genuine interest in universal 
peace. As Communist bloc nations are 
interested only in international con- 
fusion and disorder, how can we ex- 
pect them to negotiate seriously? 

To claim disarmament as an argu- 
ment for seating of Red China in the 
UN is self-deceptive and self-defeat- 
ing. When there develops the slightest 
possibility of reaching substantial 
agreements on disarmament, it is still 
not too late for us to consider the 
representation problem. We have yet 
to detect such a possibility. 


The same can be said of the pros- 
pect of China’s attaining atomic 
weapons power. It may be true that 
Red China has made substantial 
gains in the development of com- 
puter technology and automatic 
control or has produced more sewing 
machines, radios or bicycles. Yet 
China’s development of atomic 
weapons still has a long way to go. 
Two things are obvious: 





First, Soviet Russia is not ep. 
thusiastic about assisting the Reds 
in the atomic development. In his 
address supporting Red China’s seat 
in the UN, Khrushchev never men. 
tioned that Peiping would soon be. 
come an atomic weapons power, 

Instead, he asserted that Red 
China “actively favors the creation 
of a zone of peace in Asia as well as q 
zone free from atomic weapons in 
the Pacific.” (New York Times, 
October 2, 1960). 

Without Russia’s assistance, the 
prospect of Red China’s attaining 
atomic weapons is, at least, not 
very promising. 

Second, during President Eisen. 
hower’s visit to Taiwan last May, 
Red China “‘saluted’’ him by shoot- 
ing 170,000 shells against the off- 
shore islands. A study of these shells 
proved that the majority of the arms 
were made in Russia. This shows 
that Red China still depends very 
heavily on Russian supply for con- 
ventional arms. If Peiping cannot 
make ordinary arms and munitions 
of its own, how could it manufacture 
a far more advanced type of weapon 
in the atomic field? 

5. The existence of Red China is 
a fact that must be recognized. It 


THE AUTHOR — DR. PAUL K. T. SIH 


Born in Shanghai, China, Dr. Sih received his LL.B. from 
Soochow University in 1933, and his Ph.D. in Political Science 
from the University of Rome in 1936. He held various posi- 
tions with the Chinese National Government, including 
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has 600 million people. It should be 
represented in the UN. We cannot 
ignore this reality forever. 
Answer 

The truth is that the rulers of 
Peiping do not represent the Chinese 
people. Indeed Red China has existed 
for a decade. But who can tell what 
will happen to the Regime in the 
next few years? 


The massacre of the Tibetans was 
far more terrible than that of the 
Hungarians. Peiping’s inhuman 
social programs have slaughtered 
millions of the Chinese people. 
Internal tensions in Red China are 
rising high. The Regime maintains 
its control solely by force. 


This type of precarious existence 
cannot be accepted as a permanent 
political reality. No tyranny has 
ever lasted long in history. Com- 
munism in China as elsewhere is a 
passing phenomenon. It will be 
destroyed by the relentless passage 
of time. 

Free China 


However, there is a true rep- 
resentative of China which cannot 
escape our serious consideration. It 
is the Republic of China in Taiwan. 
This Free China has been a member 
of the UN since the founding of that 
orgamization in 1945. It has the 
allegiance of more than 22 million 
Chinese outside of the Bamboo 
Curtain: 10 million in Taiwan and 
12 million scattered throughout 
South and Southeast Asia. 


It is this Free China which holds 
the hope of liberation for the enslaved 
Chinese people under the Communist 
yoke. If we consider admission of 
Red China into the UN, we first 
have to dispose of this Free China. 
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A “two Chinas’ solution is un- 
acceptable both to Free China and 
Communist China. 

Recently Communist China called 
off its talk with the United States in 
Warsaw on the ambassadorial level 
with the allegations that the United 
States “‘still persists in occupying 
China’s territory of Taiwan by armed 
force and continues its scheme to 
create ‘two Chinas’.”” (New York 
Times, Sept. 14, 1960). 

Red China’s Foreign Minister 
Chen Yi insisted that Peiping 
“would not accept the idea of ‘two 
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Just What the Doctor Ordered. 





Chinas’” and called for the “‘libera- 
tion of Taiwan,” as the Regime 
celebrated its eleventh anniversary 
on October 1, 1960. 

If we really want to invite Red 
China to join this world body we 
must first be ready to liquidate and 
wreck Free China, our most faithful 
friend and ally, thoroughly and en- 
tirely. This is nothing but a total 
surrender of human freedom to 
tyranny. To use a typically Chinese 
expression, this would give immense 
joy to our enemy and great pain to 
our ally. 


Not Communism Vs. Nationalism 


The heart of the Chinese problem 
does not consist merely in a contest 
between two governments which 
claim the right to represent a Mem- 
ber state in the UN. 

The issue is far greater: Shall the 
moral force and basic principles of 
the UN be weakened or even de- 
stroyed by a willingness to admit 
a condemned aggressor to member- 
ship? 

Indeed, upon the proper treat- 
ment of Chinese representation in 
the UN will depend whether or not 
the principle of international justice 
is to stand or fall, and whether the 
UN will survive in peace or perish 
in disgrace. 

The experience of the League of 
Nations is too painful to recall. 
Khrushchev’s singularly rough be- 
havior in the UN General Assembly 
is too terrifying. It was unprece- 


SPONSOR 
ALINOS! FRENCH ICE CREAM CO. 
12748 E. McNichols Road 


Detroit, Michigan 
LA. 7-3195 


dented in a world forum. The Soviet 
leader, by fist-pounding, table. 
banging and shoe-waving, seeks to 
dictate to the UN as he dictates to 
the U.S.S.R. 

His education on this score may 
bear fruit if the free world can 
demonstrate to him both its integrity 
and its strength. Our strength can- 
not better be expressed than by 
continued rejection of Communist 
China to the world community of 
nations. We cannot do less. 


* * * 


These realities must be patiently 
insisted upon by everyone con- 
cerned with preserving peace. Es- 
pecially must we find a way of 
presenting the real issues to those 
in command of the new nations that 
are taking their places at this 
great Assembly of the Nations. 

It is a problem of communication. 
We can succeed if both we and 
they understand the need we have 
of each other in this latter part 
of our turbulent century. It will be 
a major tragedy if we—the free 
nations of the world—do not see 
and understand the importance of 
the UN in its role of preserving 
world peace. 


If we want peace, we must not 
only use the UN but protect it as 
well. To quote President Eisenhower, 
we must “‘struggle ceaselessly for the 
success of the United Nations” as 
man’s best hope for removing the 
causes of war. 

We cannot do anything to make 
the Soviets weak, but we can cer- 
tainly do something to make the 
UN strong. To strengthen it, we 
must first see that membership is 
granted only to those who are 
worthy of it. Zy¥v 
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HELP WANTED 


MEET MY PEOPLE 


Fr. Poggi writes about his primitive Christians in 
E. Pakistan—and begs for a chapel. 


The Seail among the poor. 


AVE YOU ever heard of the 

Parariah? No? Well, it is a tribe 
living in India and Pakistan that is 
considered quite primitive. 

Parariah means “‘living on the 
mountain” and stems from the fact 
that their original home was in the 
mountains of West Bengal. They are 
regarded as a criminal people be- 
cause of their great skill with bows 
and arrows—which do not always 
kill only animals. 

They are really the poorest among 
the poor. You cannot imagine their 
poverty and misery. Their houses are 
made of bamboo and straw—some- 
times with only a roof and two walls. 
Inside there is nothing but a few 
clay vessels for water and cooking 
rice. 

Love the Jungle 

Their life is in the jungle where 

they love the wild life of hunting, 
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fishing and swimming like frogs in 
muddy puddles. They search here 
also for wild potatoes— so hard and 
bitter— which they boil for hours 
before eating. They like raw vege- 
tables too. 

I have quite a few Christians 
among this poor tribe which is con- 
sidered a plague by other people. 
My biggest problem is to give my 
converts a sense of human dignity 
and to teach them the value of work 
which they are not very fond of. 

I opened a school for them but 
they wouldn’t come because they 
had no clothes and no money to buy 
books or slates. Now I have promised 
to build them a chapel in honor of 
Our Lady of Fatima if I can get 
some donations. 

I am praying very hard that 
those of you who have devotion to 
Our Lady will send what you can 
to build a chapel dedicated to her 
which my poor people may use to 
find their way closer to her and to 
her son. God bless you. ¥ ¥ 


Fr. Robert, PIME; 121 E. Becton 
Blvd.; Detroit 2, Mich. 

Dear Father, I am enclosing $___——_ 
to help Fr. Poggi build his chapel. 
Name 

Address 


City 








LITTLE ¥ 
WORLD 


By Fr. CARLO 


CALANCHI, 
PIME 





It’s been over two and a half 
years since Fr. Carlo Calanchi left 
the PIME Motherhouse in Detroit 
to fly to his mission in East Paki- 
stan. Since then, he has learned to 
live the poor life of his people and 
is now trying to build a house for 
himself. He dreams of the day when 
he can have a real chapel for his 
Christians. But, in the meantime, 
he has made many friends and he 
wants you to meet a few of them. 


Patras 


One of the first babies I bap- 
tized when I came here was Pat- 
ras — now two years old. He is al- 
ways full of tricks... even in 
church. He runs all over the place 
and when his mother goes to con- 
fession he follows her and looks 
at me as if to say, ““Why’re you 
speaking in such a low voice?” 


Moses 


Even if the world is in an uproar, 
plump Moses is never bothered. 
He’s got free transportation and his 
sister, Lucia, is a born baby sitter. 
She is 10 now but has been looking 
after the younger ones ever since 
she was able to. 

Before Moses was born, she 
had twin sisters. As little as she 
was, she used to carry them both 
on her back and gave up playing 
with her friends to take care of 
them. 

The two girls died and Lucia 
was very sad. She still mentions 
them to me. Now she gives her 
share of candies or fruit to her 
brother and never complains. 
She’s very proud that she is “a 
good little mother.” 
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Masan 

Masan likes to play the banjo 
to keep his worries away . ... and 
he has plenty. He’s even poorer 
than most and recently his wife 
died suddenly during the night. 
But his philosophy is that we 
shouldn’t keep our worries with 
us or get carried away by them. 


Maria 


Shortly after she married, a 
strange skin disease spread all 
over Maria’s body and she has 
never been cured. Although he is 
a good Catholic, her husband was 
strongly tempted to leave her. 

First he worried if the children 
would be the same and then he 
would add, “If marriage is for 
life, do I have to endure this for- 
ever?” 

Father finally convinced him 
to trust in God. Although Maria 
remains very unattractive, her 
husband has found many good 
qualities in her. He is now quite 
content...and the father of five 
healthy, little children. 


Halu 


Drum players work hard in this 
country where music holds an im- 
portant place. And a good ear and 
sense of rhythm are not enough. 
Adrummer must have tremendous 
physical endurance to keep going 
from sunset to sunrise. Better 
drummers, like Halu, also dance, 
leap and turn somersaults — with- 
out losing either the drum or the 
beat! 

It’s true that peace-lovers who 
are not interested in night festivals 
find it a little noisy . . . but we are 
a minority and don’t count. 


FEBRUARY, 1961 


















A CORNER 
OF EAST 
PAKISTAN 





LIFE 
CONTINUES 
AS IT HAS 


FOR HUNDREDS & | 


OF YEARS. 


a w 1 a 
Ursula and Lucy (above) 

Among my many little friends 
is Ursula who is very proud of 
being Lucy’s baby-sitter. Much 
prettier than most of the other 
children, she is still sweet and 
helpful. 

Baby sister, Lucy, isn’t very 
happy in this photo because she 
doesn’t understand why Father 
hides his face behind that darned, 
black-eyed, clicking machine, 
Not yet camera-minded, she’s 
just plain scared. 


Boghon (photo at left) 


Boghon must be as ancient as 
the hills. Even he has lost track 
of how old he is. His hut is very 
run down and he has trouble get- 
ting enough rice but he is always 
ready to tell a funny story to 
make others laugh. Life is a long, 
happy story to this old man. 

He even gets a chuckle at the 
thought that some nice day he 
will have to go “‘upstairs”’ to take 
a “‘rest.’’ He is probably thinking 

(Continued next page) 
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at the travel folders before signing up for the trip. 


Next time, I'll look 


of the stories he will tell the angels 
when he gets there. 


Sankhi (bottom photo ) 


Boghon’s wife, Sankhi, is old 
too but she still works very bard. 
Here she is busy preparing fuel 
for the fireplace. Her material is 
very cheap...cow dung. She 
wraps it around a bamboo stick 
and then lets it dry in the sun. 

Even the most humble things 
are used by these poor people who 
are acquainted with few of the 
modern conveniences. They live 
much as their ancestors did hun- 
dreds of years ago. wy 


To help Fr. Calanchi in his work, 
send donations to: 

Fr. Robert, PIME 

121 E. Boston Blvd. 

Detroit 2, Michigan 
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When you buy mushrooms— 
GET THE BEST! 


GREAT LAKES 
MUSHROOMS 
CO-OPERATIVE 


Fresh and canned hothouse 
mushrooms sold at better 
groceries everywhere. 


Home office: 23950 Ryan Road 
Warren, Michigan 








THE AMAZING TALENTS 
OF FATHER COLOMBO 


Priest, doctor, mechanic, electrician, ite ae an 





by FR. JOSEPH SALSONE, PIME 


HAT KIND of a man is it who 

will leave home and family to 

go to a foreign land, live in an iso- 

lated jungle village and care for 
“lepers’’?* 

Cae te Mel seb het- ta ames: Man oMmCT hm A Yd 


least. And Fr. Caesar Colombo,. 


PIME, who cares for 600 leprosy 
victims in a small colony in Ken- 


tung, Burma, is no ordinary man 
ee oC Nae rm 

He is a man of boundless ener, 
and limitless talents; tall, bespe: 
tacled and sporting a bushy, black 
beard of many years growth. Bu: 
the beard does not hide the fac 
ees tael eM eM see e ea 
greet you. Nor do the glasses hide 





OOS a a ee a 
a leprosy colony. This is the story of a man who did. 
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his eyes which reflect a light seldom 
= geen on this earth. He contemplates 
S only the beauty of the human soul 
"in his poor patients while we, more 
| ordinary souls, are sickened by the 
* disfigured faces and limbs of these 
tragic victims of Hansen’s Disease. 
© As Fr. Colombo offers you what 
Ss fear is the only five-fingered 
Piet hand in the village, you grasp it 
" with enthusiasm. That is, until he 
tells you he has just come out of the 
operating room. 
| Hesenses your apprehension and 
“laughs your fears away as he assures 
you that, like all good doctors, he 
H wore gloves and surgical garments 
S during the operation. As you realize 
Wthere is no danger of infection, you 
! relax enough to look around the 
colony as Fr. Colombo takes you 
» ona “Cook’s Tour.”’ 
| Sturdy Buildings 
Before you stretches a village un- 
Pike any in the surrounding area— 
"many of the houses are made of 
» brick. They have been built by the 
| patients, under the direction of Fr. 
"Colombo, who feels that it is essen- 
"fal for his people to work at worth- 
"While tasks in order to feel useful 
and needed again. 
= Where superstition and fear 
emake leprosy victims immediate 


"Outcasts, it is often difficult to help 
‘ihe patients regain self-respect. This 
. Colombo has accomplished in 
bat measure by insisting that 
ryone work according to his of 
ability. As a result, you often 
beautiful weaving, the work of a 





rosy victims hope people will re- ps 
gin from calling them “‘lepers.”’ % Py 
prefer using the correct title for >. | 
disease: Hansen’s Disease or 


ARCHITECT now planning a chapel. 
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Standing with the colony's bus and ambulance on a typical narrow, moun- 
tainous road in Kentung, Burma. Middle photos: Fr. Colombo strongly be- 
lieves in work therapy and teaches his patients many trades. They take 


nearly fingerless woman; excellent 
carpentry, the product of a man 
whose feet are half missing, etc. 

To his 600 patients, Fr. Colombo 
is priest, doctor, teacher and pro- 
vider. He has an amazing array of 
talents. As a priest he is constantly 
anxious about the souls of his 
charges. As a qualified doctor he 
can administer shots, amputate use- 
less limbs or prescribe baby formulas 
with equal skill. 

After erecting carpentry and 
blacksmith shops, he taught these 
trades to many unfamiliar with them 
and was able to give extra hints and 
help to those already qualified. 

He supervises the care of all 
plumbing in the colony because, 
after a good plumber is finished, Fr. 
Colombo can still make a suggestion 
or two for improvement. 

There is electricity in the house 
and in the chapel, and the colony’s 
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electric pump has been repaired be- 
cause—let’s admit it—the mis- 
sioner is the best electrician in the 
state of Kentung. 


Modern Hospital 


During your tour, you are nat- 
urally surprised to see a beautiful 
hospital in the middle of the jungle. 
It was built through the generosity 
of Americans who saw the PIME 
film, ““The Touch of His Hand” 
(depicting Father’s work), and 
through the skill of Fr. C. who is an 
architect and builder to boot. 

With funds furnished from the 
U.S., he was able to finish his dream 
of building a hospital. In addition, 
he was sent a jeep which serves a 
the bus and ambulance for the 
colony, 


Because he is an excellent me- 
chanic, he keeps the jeep in top- 
notch condition and is able to handle 
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great pride in turning out quality work and are able to make or build many 
of i esteny needs. Of course, when a celebration is at hand they need 
little training to play home-made instruments. (Last Photo.) 


his duties with far greater dispatch 


than before. 


The jeep was also a great aid the 
time he received an urgent call that 
one of his fellow PIME missioners 
was dying in a nearby village. Dur- 
ing the trip over inadequate roads 
(10 miles an hour is top speed), his 
engine was wheezing and protesting 
so loudly while going up a rocky 
mountain road that he failed to hear 
a Burmese sentry call, “Stop!” 


In this area, where bandits and 
Communist rebels are everywhere, 
orders are to be obeyed. So, the poor 
priest was machine-gunned into 
stopping. He jumped out expecting 
to see his precious jeep looking like 
a sieve... but not a scratch! Ap- 
parently he also has a talented 
guardian angel. 


At the end of an exhausting three 
hour drive, he reached the dying 
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priest and was able to save his life, 
even though he had been given the 
wrong drug by a local medicine man. 


Call to Chapel 


Your tour is suddenly interrupted 
by the toll of a bell. Fr. Colombo, 
the priest, excuses himself to go and 
lead evening prayers. Abandoning 
work, bed or play, men, women and 
children move in the direction of the 
small building that serves as chapel. 


As they approach, you notice 
many walk quickly, others more 
slowly, and some, on crutches. Many 
are fingerless; a few balance them- 
selves on their heels— all that is left 
of their feet. These have advanced 
stages of the disease and did not 
arrive at the colony in time to be 
helped by the new wonder drugs 
which have already cured many. 

The calcium has drained from the 
bones of these victims you learn, and 
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Fr. Colombo does not believe in sep- 
arating families; so, in addition to his 
600 patients, he must obtain food for 
700 children and spouses. Getting 
enough rice is a constant problem. 


the bone has been slowly absorbed 
as a result. Digits do not just fal] 
off as many still believe. 

As you stand at the back of the 
small chapel, you watch deformed 
hands clasped in fervent prayer be. 
fore disfigured faces. Many pray for 
the day when they will be delivered 
into everlasting life, where not a 
finger will be missing, where they 
will be forever happy. While patient- 
ly enduring a hell on earth, many of 
these people are very close to the 
crucified Saviour. 

After the service, you sympa- 
thize with Fr. Colombo’s great de- 
sire to build a permanent church for 
the colony. Architect Colombo al- 
ready has the plans in his head, 
Builder Colombo only waits for the 
day when he receives enough money 
to start. But with so many mouths 
to feed... he shrugs hopefully. And, 
then, the Man Colombo sighs... 
just a bit wearily. 2¥ 


Three of Fr. Colombo’s more seriously ill patients: a young girl, a middle- 


aged man and an old woman. 


Ae, 


CATHOLIC UE 





LETTER FROM FR. COLOMBO 


Ed's note: This letter was received last month by one of Fr. Colombo’s 
American friends. 


Dear Grace: 


My New Year's resolution is to write more often but if | cannot keep my 
promise, | now have the following excuses: 

120 babies from one day to two years of age; 
178 children from two to five; 

127 young rascals from six to 14; 

867 from 15 to 86. 

You would have been delighted to see them all celebrating Christmas. | was able 
to give the 32 young men in the flute band a new shirt... for which they played twice 
as long and twice as loud. With your last donation | purchased soap and so the men 
and women in the mouth organ band performed with clean faces. 

The bands played all day and all night— hoping | would given them another 
gift. The Sisters kept telling me to get some rest until | got rid of them by giving them 
a bottle of wine and telling them to go and have a Christmas party. It was a day when 
sorrow was forgotten by all our patients. 

They all send you a wish for a most happy new year — along with our six Sisters 
of Charity and three native lady catechists. And a very sincere blessing from one Fr. 
Cesare Colombo who offers you a big smile even if his trousers are full of patches and 
he isn't too presentable. God bless you. Fr. C. Colombo, PIME 

Donations for Fr. Colombo’s work will be gratefully accepted. Mail to: 
Fr. Robert, PIME; 121 E. Boston Bivd.; Detroit 2, Michigan 
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HIS IS NOT a delicate story. 
It is the story of a martyr’s 
death .. . 12 agonizing hours which 
had to be endured before the soul of 

Blessed Alberic Crescitelli, PIME, 

was free to receive its Eternal Re- 

ward. 

"While God often shows us the 
t value of humility by raising 
lowly to great heights of sanctity, 

there has also been great heroism 

aid sanctity among the intellectual 

Gass. And so it was with Alberic. 

7 in 1887, when he was ordained as 

IME Missionary of SS. Peter and 

mil, he had just received his doc- 


te degree from the Gregorian 
iversity in Rome — one of the 
gest theological universities in 


sBefore receiving his mission as- 
mment, he returned to his home 
m of Altavilla Irpina in Southern 
ly for a short vacation. While he 
Sthere, a cholera epidemic broke 
ind his heroism was immediately 
lyed as he threw himself into the 
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YOU can have 


Many of our seminarians need fi- 
nancial help to finish their studies. 
Can you “adopt” one? It costs $350 a 
year for four years of theology before a 
young man is ordained. 

You will receive a picture of your 
seminarian and may correspond with him. 
Naturally, a pledge is not binding should 
you have financial difficulties. 

Many spiritual benefits will be yours 
for giving this great gift to God — not to 
mention the tremendous personal satis- 
faction of knowing that you have a ‘‘son’’ 
that is a priest. 

If you can’t adopt a seminarian, 
perhaps you can contribute toward his 
support. Any size gift is appreciated. 


PIME Missionaries; 121 E. Boston Bivd.; 

Detroit 2, Mich. 

Dear Father, | am enclosing $___to 

“adopt’’ a seminarian. (Psyments may 

be arranged to suit the individual.) 

L) Please send more information. 

[J | cannot adopt a seminarian but 
would like to contribute $ to- 
ward the support of one. 


Name 





please print 
Address 
City Zone ____ State __ 
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his flock, but spent much time 
gathering abondoned children and 
providing them with a home. 

Political conditions began to grow 
worse during this period and, jp 
1900, bitter resentment developed in 
China against anything that smacked 
of European or Western influence, 
The Boxer Rebellion gained momen: 
tum and the ignorance and barbar. 
ism of the people were exploited by 
the ruthless Empress Tsu Hsi. 

With famine and hardships ram. 
pant, the cunning Empress and her 
followers, the Boxers, sought to 
blame all troubles on foreigner, 
They had brought the wrath of the 
gods on the people she claimed. Th 
only way to regain favor was for 
her subjects to rid themselves of all 
Western influence. 

Edict Issued 

During this period of turmoil 
Father Crescitelli arrived in th 
village of Yentsepien to establish a 
new mission. Although he had mas 
tered the language and customs o 
the people, he was still branded a 
“meddlesome foreigner,” a “while 
devil’’ who brought strange religious 
ideas and practices to the Chines. 

As he worked to get food for the 
starving people, he succeeded i 
winning the confidence of some. But 
suspicion against him grew with th 
majority. He misinterpreted a lil 
in the storm and wrote to assure his 
Bishop that “strife has ceased asi 
by enchantment.” The enchantment 
was short-lived. 

Ten days later, hostilities & 
sumed and an anti-Christian edit 
was issued. The worried mission! 
decided to leave town until the m 
friendly feelings subsided. But, 
feeling his people needed him, & 
soon returned. 
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Of this PIME missioner, Pope Pius XII said, ‘‘Humanly speaking, his 
martyrdom was horrible; perhaps one of the most atrocious recorded 
by history. Nothing was missing . . . “’ 


Soon afterward, a band of heavily 
armed Chinese rebels strode into 
town. A Customs Official warned 
the priest that it was too dan- 
gerous for him to be seen in town 
and offered to secrete him in a hut 
by the river. Suspicious, but know- 
ing how eager the rebels were for 
the blood of foreigners — especially 
missionaries — he felt compelled to 
accept the man’s “hospitality.” 

Hospitality Betrayed 

But, as Judas led the mob to the 
praying Christ, so this man led his 
ferocious group to Christ’s apostle, 
meditating in the hut. 


7 * * 


It is shortly before midnight, July 
21, 1900. A screaming, maddened 
mob bursts into the hut and takes 
the kneeling priest prisoner. There 
is no disuading the frenzied crowd. 
A sharp blade cuts into the side of 
his head, and, as the first spurts of 
martyr’s blood rush out, the flesh 
falls over his eye. This cruel blow is 
quickly followed by another which 
almost hacks the left arm from his 
body. 

Decapitation might have followed 
had not one member of the mob 
pushed between the would-be as- 
sailants and the missionary. Despite 
the remorseful intruder’s efforts, 
more vicious wounds are inflicted by 
a general shower of blows which 
leave their victim unconscious, a 
bloody pulp more dead than alive. 

The ringleader halts the orgy of 
blood and murder with a scream, 
“Shall we finish the job now? Or 
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should we let him squirm awhile in 
the marketplace?” 

“Take him to the marketplace!” 
roars the blood-thirsty mob. 

Binding the missioner, they passed 
a bamboo pole under the ropes and 
carried him to the marketplace like 
a roasting pig on a spit. 

Barbarity Continues 


Here he is tied to a post and the 
ordeal continued. They rip off his 
clothing and with candles burn the 
hair from his body. Finally, the 
pagan rebels grow tired of their 
cruel amusement and abandon the 
huddled form while they sleep. 

As dawn breaks, there is little 
life left in the bleeding priest. The 
mob returns, larger and more gro- 
tesque than the night before. Lead- 
ing it are two brutes carrying a 
crude, saw-like instrument. Their in- 
tentions are interrupted when a 
Military Mandarin arrives in town 
with a small force. It is several 
hours before they continue their 
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Read the full account 
of the life of 
BLESSED ALBERIC 


‘eo re NDP 


only 50 cents 
IN GOD’S HANDS 


By Elio Gasperetti 


order from: PIME PRESS 
121 E. Boston Blvd. 
Detroit 2, Michigan 


task by dragging their prey along 
the ground to the river. 

Amidst the diabolical howlings 
and cursings, the saint’s head is 
braced against a rock. The two 
selected as executioners are quite 
drunk and decapitation is accomp- 
lished in the ugliest and most painful 
manner as the rusty, blunt saw cuts 
only with great difficulty and the 
men are clumsy and unsteady. 

Finally, the intense agony is 
ended, the head is finally severed. 
Still, the barbarians are not satis- 
fied until they proceed to hack the 
remainder of the body into pieces 
and throw it into the river. 
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Executioners Baptized 


Eleven years of missionary life 
and sacrifice seemed concluded jp 
this final sacrifice. And yet, strangely, 
it was just the beginning. It was not 
long before many of Alberic’s ex. 
ecutioners received the forgiving 
waters of baptism. And, over the 
years, many prayers have beep 
answered by this PIME missionary 
whose martyrdom will be forever 
acclaimed as a horrible triumph by 
the Vicar of Christ himself. 

Converts told Church authorities 
the whole gruesome story and pro 
ceedings were started to have his 
cause considered. Finally, so 
favors were <eceived by those who 
prayed to this holy missioner 
Pope Pius XJ! i» Sed him at St 
Peter’s Church i. ome, February 
18, 1951. 

All of the PIME Missionaries and 
many relatives end friends of the 
martyr are now praying fervently 
he will soon attain full sainthood 

The great devotion that the PIME 
Society has to Blessed Alberis § 
demonstrated in the U.S. by the side 
chapel dedicated to him at the 
Newark, Ohio. Seminary. At Mary 
glade Major Seminary, one side 
chapel is dedicated to the PIME 
Martyrs in general, but a lange 
picture of Alberic is there as @ 
reminder of his outstanding heroic. 


RM 


Please report any favors recewé 
through Blessed Alberic’s intercession 
as many requests must be granted le 
fore Rome will elevate him on the net 
step toward canonization. Bless 
Alberic novena leaflets may be @ 
tained by writing to: PIME Mit 
sionaires of SS. Peter and Paul; 12 
E. Boston Blud.; Detroit 2, Michigan. 





Minute Meditation 


LENT: How to Sacrifice 


The wrong way, the right way and the best way. 


By FATHER ROBERT, PIME 


HET WHAT is the fruit of your sacrifice from the dinner table become the food 
of the poor.” 
These words were spoken by Pope Leo the Great 15 centuries ago. He 
exhorting his Catholics to make their Lenten mortifications practical ones— 
ct of the holy season which is still very important but seldom em- 
enough. 
ting ‘in general —but during Lent in particular —has two definite pur- 
1. To help us share in the suffering of Christ so that we may purify our 


To help us reacquire mastery over our lower nature which we lost 
original sin. 
As Catholics, we are obliged to fast. But we can make our self-denials 
ly worthless or completely worthwhile... it's up to us. Most of us are 
filiar with the person who fasts, but either complains elout it so much or 
p about it so loudly that it’s a penance for everyone else. As Christ said, 
sman already has his reward.” 
Our mortifications must be done cheerfully and in private to be worth- 
le. And, to be really valuable, we must accept Pope Leo's suggestion 
opp the fruits of our sacrifice to our neighbor. When the poor benefit by 
for intenee, he oni ee 
penance of giving up candy, cigarettes 
beverages for Lent . This is commendable. But, if we follow 
the needy whatever we save, we more than 
inject the greatest of virtues — charity —into 


As you know, there are many 

worthy charities, but where can 

4 your offerings be more effective, 

bring more consolation and do more 

* good than in the missions? We 

> earnestly pray that you will con- 

© sider some of the appeals in this 

= month's CATHOLIC LIFE and bestow 

your charity upon these poor 
."L. missionaries... with a smile. 





SPECIAL OFFE 


FOR 
CATHOLIC 
PRESS 
MONTH 
ONLY 


Por, 


That's right... for February only ... CATHOLIC LIFE MAGAZINE 
one-half price! For renewals AND new subscribers. 


$2.00 for two years $3.50 for four years $5.00 for six 


WHY RENEWALS? We save so much time and money 6 


be extended from the time it would have expired. 


7 sending renewal letters, changing plates, keeping records, | 
; that we gladly pass the saving on to you. Your subscriptic 


WHY NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS? The PIME Missionaries are 
to make as many new friends as possible. Our needs are ¢ 
r our work for Christ depends entirely on our friends and 
@ factors. We hope that subscribers will become friends’ 
reading C. L. 


Circulation Dept.; CATHOLIC LIFE Magazine; 121 E. Boston Bivd.; Detroit 2 


Dear Father, | am enclosing $___ . Please renew my Cl subscription : 
years. ___ This is a new subscription for ___ years. 


(Please give your name and address if different than below.) 








